     Firmness upon Iman (Right Believe)

Dear brothers and sisters in Islam . Allah  ( سبحانه و تعالى‎) Says in Quran: 
إِنَّ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا تَتَنَزَّلُ عَلَيْهِمُ الْمَلَائِكَةُ أَلَّا تَخَافُوا وَلَا تَحْزَنُوا وَأَبْشِرُوا بِالْجَنَّةِ الَّتِي كُنتُمْ تُوعَدُونَ
Verily, those who say, "Our Lord is Allah", and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear you not!"  "Nor grieve! But receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), that you were promised!
In this Ayah Allah (سبحانه و تعالى‎) Said: ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا   means to stand straight. Today I am going talk about ISTIQAMAH, means firmness upon Iman. Imam Ibn Kathir (R.A.) writes under the Tafseer of this Ayah
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إِنَّ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا ... 
Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah,'' and then they stand firm. Which means, they do good deeds sincerely for the sake of Allah. They obey Allah, and do what Allah has prescribed for them.
Hazrat Ibn Jarir (R.A.) recorded that Sa`id bin Imran said, "I read this Ayah to Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him: إِنَّ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا (Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah,'' and then they stand firm), He said,
`Those are the ones who do not associate anything with Allah.'''
Then he reported a narration of Al-Aswad bin Hilal, who said,
"Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, said, `What do you say about this Ayah: إِنَّ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا (Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah,'' and then they stand firm,)'
They said: رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا ("Our Lord is Allah,'' and then they stand firm), `They shun sin.'
He said, `You have not interpreted it improperly.'
They say: `Our Lord is Allah, then they stand firm and do not turn to any other god besides Him.'''
This was also the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, As-Suddi and others.
Imam Ahmad ( R.A.) recorded that Sufyan bin Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi (R.A.) said,
"I said, `O Messenger of Allah, tell me something that I can adhere to.'
He said:
قُلْ: رَبِّيَ اللهُ، ثُمَّ اسْتَقِم
Say, my Lord is Allah, then stand firm.
I said, `O Messenger of Allah  (  ) , what do you fear most for me?'
The Messenger of Allah took hold of the edge of his tongue and said, هذَا  (This)''
This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah;
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih.''
Dear Brothers and sisters in Islam. When we read the stories of companions (Sahaba), we find many examples of how they were firm in their Iman although they faced all kinds of problems and hardships. Think of Hazrat Bilal (R.A.), a slave of Quraish, when he accepted Islam how many tortures and difficulties he faced to save his Deen. One day his master Umayyah bin Khalaf, with the assistance of Oghbeh, one of the leader of Makkah, fell upon Bilal's unclothed body and pushed him into the hot sands. Then Umayyah ibn Khalaf ordered a container to be prepared full of boiling water and sank Hazrat Bilal into the boiling water. This time he suffered pain more than in the past, yet the words that came out of his mouth was ‘Ahad! Ahad! (There is only one Allah!)’ Constantly repeated by Hazrat Bilal,(R.A.) Imagine how strong Iman and love of Allah سبحانه و تعالى  he had?
This is ISTIQAMAH . and this is what Allah سبحانه و تعالى wants from us. As He says in another Ayah of Quran: 
وَأَن لَّوِ اسْتَقَامُوا عَلَى الطَّرِيقَةِ لَأَسْقَيْنَاهُم مَّاءً غَدَقًا
"If they had (only) remained on the (right) Way, We should certainly have bestowed on them Rain in abundance.
Imam Ibn Kathis (R.A.) said that Al-`Awfi reported from Ibn `Abbas, and likewise said Mujahid, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Sa`id bin Al-Musayyib, `Ata, As-Suddi, Muhammad bin Ka`b Al-Qurazi, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. (radiyallahu anhum ajma’een)
 All of them said that if the deviant ones would stand firmly upon the path of Islam, being just upon it and remaining upon it,لَأَسْقَيْنَاهُم مَّاء غَدَقًا (We would surely have bestowed on them water in abundance). means, a lot. The intent behind this is to say that they would be given an abundance of sustenance.
Khubaib (R.A.) the companion of Prophet  when he was captured by the pagans of Makkah, While facing death, Khubaib, Radi-Allahu anhu, said few lines of poetry, I am just mentioning 2 lines of the translation,  "They say if I renounce Islam, my life will be spared. But it is better to die with belief than to live with unbelief."
Also in history, just before hanging, the pagans asked him: "Don't you wish that you were freed and Muhammad   got this punishment? Would not you like that you were resting comfortably in your home, while he was killed in your place?" From the man who was about to die because he had accepted Islam, answered: "By Allah, I cannot even imagine that a thorn should prick the foot of Muhammad , while I rest in my home."
Dear Muslims these are the people, Allah سبحانه و تعالى talked about, 
تَتَنَزَّلُ عَلَيْهِمُ الْمَلَائِكَةُ أَلَّا تَخَافُوا وَلَا تَحْزَنُوا وَأَبْشِرُوا بِالْجَنَّةِ الَّتِي كُنتُمْ تُوعَدُونَ
The angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear you not!"  "Nor grieve! But receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), that you were promised!
This is  ISTIQAMAH (firmness upon Deen). And this is what comes in
 Hadith recorded by Imam Muslim (R.A.) in his Sahih, and An-Nasa'i recorded that Sufyan bin Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi said,
"I said, `O Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam that I will not have to ask anyone about it after you.'
He said:
قُلْ: آمَنْتُ بِاللهِ ثُمَّ اسْتَقِم
Say: I believe in Allah, then stand firm.''
There are many people that say they believe in Allah but they showoff their good deeds. This is against  Istiqamah and part of RIYA, the form of shirk-e asghar (miner shirk) 
May Allah سبحانه و تعالى give us Taufeeqe to be strong Muslim and make us firm upon Iman. Ameen
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