SWEETNESS OF IMAAN
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Islam, Holy Prophet [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg]said: 
 ﺛَﻼ ثٌ ﻣَﻦْ آُ ﻦﱠ ﻓِﻴﻪِ وَ ﺟَﺪَ ﺑِﻬِﻦﱠ ﺣَﻼَ وَ ةَ
ا ﻹِ ﻳَﻤﺎ نِ : أَ نْ ﻳَﻜُﻮ نَ اﻟﻠﱠﻪُ وَ رَ ﺳُﻮ ﻟُ ﻪُ أَ ﺣَﺐﱠ إِ ﻟﻴْﻪِ ﻣِﻤﱠﺎ ، ﺳِﻮاهُﻤﺎ ، و أَ نْ ﻳُﺤِﺐﱠ ا ﻟﻤَﺮْ ءَ ﻻ ﻳُﺤِﺒﱡﻪُ إِ ﻻﱠ ﻟﻠﱠﻪِ ، وَ أَ نْ ﻳَﻜْﺮَﻩ أَ نْ
ﻳَﻌُﻮ دَ ﻓﻲ ا ﻟﻜُﻔْﺮِ ﺑَﻌْﺪَ أَنْ أَ ﻧْﻘَﺬَ ﻩُ اﻟﻠﱠﻪُ ﻣِﻨْﻪُ، آﻤَﺎ ﻳَﻜْﺮَ ﻩُ أَ نْ ﻳُﻘْﺬَ فَ ﻓﻲ ا ﻟﻨﱠﺎ رِ 
 "There are three qualities of Imaan and whoever has them, will taste the sweetness of Imaan: 1)To love Allah سبحانه وتعالى and His Messenger[image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] more than anyone else; 2) to love a slave (of Allah سبحانه وتعالى) only for (the sake of) Allah سبحانه وتعالى; 3) and to abhor returning to infidelity after Allah سبحانه وتعالى has saved him from it as he would abhor to be thrown into the fire (of Hell)"
Today I am going to talk about the 2nd quality mentioned in the Hadith, “to love a slave (of Allah سبحانه وتعالى) only for (the sake of) Allah سبحانه وتعالى.”
In this world we love many people for various reasons. Almost all of those reasons are based upon worldly interests and desires, all of which will be cut off on the day of judgment and will not benefit at all. Allah سبحانه وتعالى says:
لَن تَنفَعَكُمْ أَرْحَامُكُمْ وَلَا أَوْلَادُكُمْ ۚ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ يَفْصِلُ بَيْنَكُمْ ۚ وَاللَّهُ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ بَصِيرٌ
Of no profit to you will be your relatives and your children on the Day of Judgment, He will judge between you, for Allah sees well all that you do. 
In the interpretation of the verse Hazrat Ibn Abbas (R.A.) said it means “love”, which means that all their relations will be cut off from them. He also narrates a Hadith “Whoever loves for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى, hates for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى, befriends for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى, and shows enmity for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى, would get Allah’s friendship. Without abiding by this, no one can get the real taste (sweetness) of Imaan, though he may have been a frequent offerer of prayer and fasts [Ibn Jarir (R.A.) mentioned this Hadith in his Tafseer.]﻿
So every relationship and love will be cut off on the day of judgment, except the one in which a person loves others only for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى .
Dear brothers and sisters in Islam. Loving Allah سبحانه وتعالى has great reward. There is no question about it. But loving someone for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالىis also an excellent quality every Muslim must have.   This will open our hearts and minds to love Allah’s سبحانه وتعالى creation, which eventually will make us closer to Allah سبحانه وتعالى. As it comes in Hadith, there are seven people on whom Allah سبحانه وتعالى will shade on the Day when there is no shade but His. Amongst them are, 
رَﺟُﻼن ﺗَﺤَﺎ ﺑﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪِ اﺟْﺘَﻤَﻌَﺎ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪِ ، وَﺗَﻔَﺮﱠﻗَﺎ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ
 The two who love one another for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى 
In another Hadith he said:
ﻋﻦ أﺑﻲ هﺮﻳﺮة رﺿﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻨﻪ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ﺻَﻠّﻰ ا ﷲُ ﻋَ ﻠَﻴْﻪِ وﺳَﻠﱠﻢ : « أَ نﱠ رَ ﺟﻼً زَ ا رَ أَ ﺧ ﺎً ﻟَﻪُ ﻓﻲ ﻗَﺮ ﻳَﺔٍ
أُﺧْﺮَى ، ﻓَﺄَ رْ ﺻﺪ اﻟﻠﱠﻪُ ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣَﺪْ ر ﺟﺘِﻪِ ﻣ ﻠَﻜﺎً ، ﻓَﻠَﻤﱠﺎ أَﺗَﻰ ﻋ ﻠَﻴْﻪِ ﻗﺎل: أَﻳْﻦ ﺗُﺮ ﻳﺪُ ؟ ﻗﺎل: أُ رِ ﻳﺪُ أَ ﺧﺎً ﻟﻲ ﻓﻲ هﺬِ ﻩِ
ا ﻟْﻘَﺮْ ﻳﺔِ . ﻗﺎل : هَﻞْ ﻟَﻚَ ﻋﻠَﻴْﻪِ ﻣِﻦْ ﻧِﻌﻤَﺔٍ ﺗَﺮُﺑﱡﻬَﺎ ﻋَ ﻠَﻴْﻪِ ؟ ﻗﺎل : ﻻ، ﻏَﻴْﺮ أَﻧﱢﻲ أَ ﺣْﺒﺒْﺘُ ﻪُ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪِ ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ ، ﻗﺎل : ﻓَﺈِﻧﱢﻲ
رﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪِ إِ ﻟَﻴْﻚَ ﺑﺄَ نﱠ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻗَﺪْ أَ ﺣﺒﱠﻚَ آَﻤﺎ أَ ﺣﺒﺒْﺘَﻪُ ﻓِﻴﻪِ » رواﻩ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (R.A.) reported: The Prophet ([image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg]) said, "A man set out to visit a brother (in Faith) in another town and Allah سبحانه وتعالى sent an angel on his way. When the man met the angel, the latter asked him, "Where do you intend to go?'' He said, "I intend to visit my brother in this town.'' The angel said, "Have you done any favor to him?'' He said, "No, I have no desire except to visit him because I love him for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious.'' Thereupon the angel said, "I am a messenger to you from Allah سبحانه وتعالى (to inform you) that Allah سبحانه وتعالى loves you as you love him (for His sake)"[Muslim].
Love for the sake of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), and not for the sake of anything else in this life which is filled with greed, desires and interests, it is very difficult, none can attain it except the one whos heart is pure and for whom this world is as nothing compared to the pleasure of Allah سبحانه وتعالى.
Prophet [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] also taught us that how we can grow love for our brothers and sisters,  he said:
وﻋﻦ أﺑﻲ هﺮﻳﺮة رﺿﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻨﻪ ﻗﺎل : ﻗﺎل ر ﺳﻮ لُ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺻَﻠّﻰ ا ﷲُ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪِ وﺳَﻠﱠﻢ : « وَاﻟﱠﺬِي ﻧَﻔْﺴِﻲ ﺑِﻴَﺪِ ﻩِ ﻻُ ﺗَﺪْ ﺧﻠُﻮ ا ا ﻟﺠَﻨﱠﺔَ ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﺗُﺆْ ﻣِﻨُﻮ ا
وﻻ ﺗُﺆْ ﻣِﻨُﻮ ا ﺣَﺘﱠﻰ ﺗَﺤَﺎﺑﱡﻮا ، أَ وَ ﻻ أَ دُ ﻟﱡﻜُﻢْ ﻋَﻠَﻰ ﺷَﻲ ءٍ إِذَا ﻓَﻌَﻠْﺘُﻤُﻮ ﻩ ﺗَﺤَﺎ ﺑَﺒْﺘُﻢْ ؟ أَﻓْﺸُﻮا ا ﻟﺴﱠ ﻼ مَ ﺑﻴﻨَﻜﻢ
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (R.A.) reported: Messenger of Allah [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg]said, "By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, you will not enter Jannah until you believe, and you shall not believe until you love one another! May I inform you of something, if you do, you will love each other “promote greeting amongst you” (by saying Assalamu `alaikum to one another)"
And another thing we should do is, you inform them that you love them for the sake of سبحانه وتعالى, we must inform them about it as it comes in Hadith below,
وﻋﻦ أَ ﻧﺲٍ ، رﺿﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻨﻪ ، أَ نﱠ رَ ﺟﻼً آَ ﺎ نَ ﻋِﻨْﺪَ ا ﻟﻨﱠﺒِﻲﱢ ﺻَﻠّﻰ ا ﷲُ ﻋَ ﻠﻴْﻪِ وﺳَﻠﱠﻢ ، ﻓَﻤَﺮﱠ ﺑِﻪِ ، ﻓَﻘﺎل : ﻳﺎ
رﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪِ إِﻧﱢﻲ ﻷُ ﺣِﺐﱡ هَﺬا ، ﻓﻘﺎل ﻟﻪ اﻟﻨﺒﻲﱡ ﺻَﻠّﻰ ا ﷲُ ﻋَ ﻠَﻴْﻪِ وﺳَﻠﱠﻢ : أَ أَ ﻋ ﻠﻤﺘَﻪُ  « ؟ » ﻗ ﺎ لَ : ﻻ ﻗَﺎ لَ  : «أَ ﻋْﻠِﻤْﻪُ»
ﻓَﻠَﺤﻘَ ﻪُ ، ﻓَﻘَﺎ لَ : إِﻧﱢﻲ أُ ﺣِﺒﱡﻚَ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ، ﻓﻘﺎ لَ : أَ ﺣَﺒﱠﻚَ اﻟﱠﺬِي أَﺣْﺒﺒْﺘَﻨِﻲ ﻟَﻪُ
Hazrat Anas bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man was with the Prophet[image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] when another man passed by and the former said: "O Messenger of Allah! I love this man (for Allah's sake)". Messenger of Allah [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg]asked, "Have you informed him?'' He said, "No". Messenger of Allah[image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] then said, "Tell him (that you love him)". So he went up to the man and said to him, "I love you for the sake of Allah سبحانه وتعالى;'' and the other replied, "May Allah سبحانه وتعالى, for Whose sake you love me, love you.'' [Abu Dawud].  
May Allah سبحانه وتعالى bless us with this love and make us one Muslim united Ummah. Ameen.
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