Jumu’ah Prayer Service December 3, 2010
“Allah calls us to self development”

Allah says in the Qur’an:

O you who believe!  Do your Duty to Allah and Fear Him, 

Seek the means of approach to Him, and strive hard in His cause as much as you can, so that you may be successful.  5:35

Allah Ta’Ala is talking to the believers, those who trust Him, those who have strong Imam.  He tells them to do their duty to Him and fear Him.  Allah tells the believers to seek the means of approach to Him.  He wants us to develop ourselves by using the Wasilat (the means of approach to Him.  He has given us many tools to grow as good Muslims.
There is a narration from Abu Huraira (RA) He states that Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said, Allah said, “I will declare war against him who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine.  And the most beloved things with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined upon him, and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil (praying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love him, then I become his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense of sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks, and if he asks Me, I will give him, and if he asks my protection (refuge), I will protect him, i.e. Give him refuge, and I hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint him.  Sahih Bukhari vol. 8 Hadith no. 509
We should worship Allah without promise of paradise or fear of Hell.  These two are created by Allah Ta’Ala, what if He didn’t create them, should He not still be worshipped.  As I developed myself I came to this conclusion, and then I learned that it was stated in the 8th Century by a Muslim Sister named Rabia, she said:
“O G-d, if I worship Thee in fear of Hell burn me in Hell.  If I worship thee in hope of Paradise exclude me from Paradise.  But if I worship Thee for thine own sake withhold not from me thine Eternal Beauty.”
Allah Says in Qu’ran:

Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e., follows Allah’s Religion of Islamic Monotheism) and he is a “Muhsin” (good doer i.e., performs good deeds totally for Allah’s sake only without any show off or to gain praise or fame, etc.  And in accordance with the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger Muhammad (PBUH) then his reward is with his Lord (Allah), on such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.  2:112, 
The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was asked by a companion to tell him something that no one else could tell him, and the Prophet (PBUH) said, QUL AMANTU BILLAHI THUMMA S STAQIM—Say, I believe in Allah and thereafter be upright, straight, correct.
Allah says in Qur’an:

O you who believe! Enter perfectly (wholeheartedly) in Islam (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islamic religion) and follow not the footsteps of Satan, verily he is to you a plain enemy.

