Jumu’ah service September 10th 2010
Returning to the natural Religion of G-d

Allah says in the Qur’an –what means:

(O Prophet and his followers), turn your face single mindedly to the true faith and adhere

to the true nature on which Allah has created human beings.  The mould fashioned by Allah cannot be altered.  That is the true straight faith, although most people do not know.

Adhere to the true faith and turn to Him, and do not be of those who associate others with Allah in His Divinity.                                                                              30:30-31

Another translator says:

So set your whole being upon the religion of (Islam) as one of pure faith (free from unbelief, polytheism, and hypocrisy).  This is the original pattern belonging to Allah on which He has originated human kind.  No change can there be in G-d’s creation.  This is the upright, even true religion, but most of the people do not know.

(set your whole being, you and the believers in your company), on the upright, ever true religion) turning in devotion to Him alone, and keep from disobedience to Him in reverence for Him and piety and establish the prayer in conformity with its conditions, and do not be of those who associate partners (with Him).

Dear believers our religion is the religion of nature, it is the natural religion of G-d.  We have just observed 29/30 days of fasting which is actually against nature.  We did this for Allah. We did this to attain Taqwa.  It is natural for us to eat and drink, it is unnatural not to eat and drink.  Our Lord Allah Ta’Ala commanded us to fast and we observed this habit for a month.  The hope is that we attained Taqwa---Allah Consciousness.

When we complete the fast then we have a celebration called Eid ul Fitr.  This corresponds with the fitra that we quoted from Qur’an.  We are to come back to that which is natural.  We are now able to eat and drink again, but the hope is that we do it keeping focus on Allah Ta’Ala.  

When we talk about the Fitra we are talking about nature or constitution or natural or the original quality.   We were created to follow Allah’s command, but we got sidetracked and it was necessary to be called back to our original nature.    When we use the tool of fasting it helps us to do that.
Today is the day of Eid and although we are to be festive it is extremely important for us to reflect on the times that we are living in. We must show concern and compassion to those who were hurt by the attacks on 9/11.  We must feel compassion for those families that lost family members on that horrific day.  The family members were Christians, Jews, Muslims, as well as others.  We must remember that we have to show by our example that we are people of faith.  We must show that we are following the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  By this we mean that you are walking in his footsteps.  He was the one that Allah chose to be the example for all human beings.

Dear Muslims we are being tested.  We have been told that we will not enter paradise without being tested in what we like and what we dislike.  The ground zero mosque situation is testing our faith. The Gainesville Florida pastor Terry Jones is testing our faith.  We must remain firm and know that nothing happens without the permission of Allah Ta’Ala.  

Let us continue to be compassionate, merciful, caring, showing concern for others.   We should always remember that service to humanity is the best work in life.
O believers!  We are back to normal now.  Let’s hope that we have gained the Taqwa so that we will remain in compliance with our Lord.
