Jumu’ah-- February 25, 2011
“Loving, Respecting, and Honoring the Prophet”

Allah Ta’Ala says in the Qur’an

Those who follow the Messenger (PBUH)l the unlettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (Scriptures) in the Law and the Gospel—for he commands them what is just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and impure).  He releases them from their heavy burdens and from the yokes that are upon them.  So it is those who believe in him, honor him, help him, and follow the Light which is sent down with him, it is they who will prosper.                                                                 Al A’raf  157
With the advent of the Noble Prophet (PBUH), the light and guidance which he brought for all humanity from Allah Ta’Ala:
Superseded the earlier Law for the Jews, the good and the upright among them followed the new light, but the rest were scattered throughout the earth.

We are called to Honor the Prophet, and to help him.  We are called to follow his light.  The Messenger (PBUH) is a witness to the truth (the light) that he received from Allah Ta’Ala.  He is the guide—that leads us from the depths of darkness into light.

So how do we show him (PBUH) Honor?  How do we honor the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)?  We honor him (PBUH) by obeying his (PBUH) commands; we honor him (PBUH) by following his (PBUH) pristine example, an example that is pure and uncorrupted.

Brothers and sisters a person’s faith is not complete until the Messenger (PBUH) is more beloved to him than his father, his son, his daughter, himself, and all people or things.

A part of loving him (PBUH) is to extol him (PBUH), obey his (PBUH) guidance, and not allow anyone or anything to be placed before him (PBUH).   

The verse that we read tells us that the Messenger (PBUH) was unlettered, he (PBUH) was not touched by the society’s education.  He PBUH) received his knowledge from Allah Ta’Ala, he received divine light.  We are told that he was mentioned in the Tarat and the Injil.  This means that the Jews and the Christians both knew Muhammad (PBUH) was to come.  I am keenly aware of the work of Maurice Bucaille who wrote the book “The Bible, the Qur’an and Science.”  This French Surgeon did serious work showing that the Qur’an was more in tune with scientific facts than the Bible.  He researched the Bible and the Qur’an.  He looked at the Greek word Parakletos and the English word Paraclete and saw where the word was distorted and taken out of its original meaning in the New Testament.  Jesus said that he had to go away, so that the comforter will come, and they translate the word to mean the Holy Spirit.  According to Bucaille, this one to come will speak whatever he hears (this is speaking about our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  Bucaille said, To Hear, in the translation is the Greek verb ‘Akouo meaning to perceive sounds.  We get the word acoustics from it.  The verb to speak in the translation is the Greek verb ‘Laleo’ which has the general meaning of “to emit sounds, and the specific meaning of “to speak.”
“The two Greek verbs ‘Akouo’ and ‘Laleo’ therefore, define concrete actions which can only be applied to a human being with hearing and speech organs.  It is consequently impossible to apply them to the Holy Spirit.”
Brothers and sisters the Prophet (PBUH) was prophesized to come after Jesus.  The Prophet (PBUH) released the people from the shackles of formalism, ritualism, race, language, customs, etc.  The word Aghlal:  plural gullun-means yoke, or iron collar.  These shackles or yokes have weighed the people down.  It has also caused the people to be imprisoned superstitious ideas.
The light sent down with him not to him (PBUH) emphasizing the fact the light which he brought illumines everyone who has the privilege of joining his great universal fellowship.

Brothers and sisters Allah Ta’Ala has blessed us tremendously.  We have a model in Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) that we can pattern our lives with, we have to be vigilant and mindful of our duty.
We pray Allah Ta’Ala continues to bless us and keep us well and on the Siratul Mustaqim.  

Ameen.

