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“We are called to be witnesses.”

Thus have We made you an Ummah Justly Balanced, 

that you might be witnesses over the nations, and the 

Messenger (S) a witness over yourselves.  2:43

You have indeed in the Messenger(S) of Allah a

Beautiful pattern (of conduct) (behavior) for anyone

Whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who

engages much in the remembrance of Allah.  33:21

And thou standeth on an exalted standard of character 68:4

The Messenger (S) is a witness to the truth (the light) that he received from Allah Ta’Ala.  He is a guide—that leads us from the depths of darkness into the light.  Allah Ta’Ala tells us to follow his pristine example.  We are told to follow his uswah.  The word itself means that we are to follow the model or pattern.  It also means along the lines of, or in the same manner as, just as or like.

The Messenger (S) was sent as a Shahid (witness), a Bashir (bearer of glad tidings), and a nadir (Warner).

Allah Ta’Ala tells us that we are a Justly Balanced community, meaning the essence of Islam is to avoid all extravagances on either side.  We are to avoid extremes.  Ours is a sober, practical religion.

What is a witness?  According to the dictionary, a witness is 

1. Attestation of a fact or event—testimony!

2. One that gives evidence.

3. One asked to be present at a transaction so as to be able to testify to its having taken place.

4. One who has personal knowledge of something.

5 a. something serving as evidence or proof: sign
   b. public affirmation by word or example of usually religious faith or conviction.

I ask you what are you a witness to?  People judge the religion by what they see you do, or what they see you not doing.  They don’t know Prophet Muhammad (S) they know you/us.  Ask yourself, do you/we represent the Prophet (S) in your everyday activities?  Do you/we misrepresent the Prophet (S) in our everyday activities?

We don’t follow a Man that is a mystery, we follow a man that was blessed with divine revelation, but he was still a man.  He was not divine.  He (S) said “I am a man just like you.  He had an exalted character.  We too can have such character if we follow his (S) example.  Prophet Muhammad (S) had excellent human character, he was honorable, righteous, peaceful, good, honest, kind, merciful, easy not hard, truthful, trustworthy, upright, a great listener, reliable, faith person.
We are told to be witnesses to the nations!  As witnesses we should be leading people of goodwill everywhere, we should help awaken the people to the need for informed compassionate and intelligent dialogue between believers of all faiths—as this would be an indispensable force for human unity, intellectual freedom and progress.  Without respect between the religions, there can be no gathering together of the human race to solve the massive environmental, social, political, and economic problems that now clearly threatens its survival and the survival of nature itself.  
In terms of the political climate, we just experienced the death of six people and the wounding of twelve others.  9 year old Christina Taylor Green born on 9/11. 

Dear brothers and sisters a Muslim’s obligation is to leave the world as a better place, and to contribute toward improving the condition of humanity.

