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“Allah Ta ‘Ala has given us the GIFT of Difference”

Allah Ta’Ala says in the Qur’an what means:

O Humanity!  We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and

made you into Nations and Tribes, that you may know each other.

Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah Ta’Ala is the one who is

the most righteous of you.  And Allah Ta’Ala has full knowledge and is well 

acquainted with all things.                                                              49:13

Getting to know each other is absolutely important in Islam.  Although it is not stated in this Aya—the implication according to Imam Yusuf Ali is that we are not to despise each other.

Allah Ta’Ala is Al Alim—the All knowing, and He is Al Khabir—The one who is well acquainted with all things.  He knows what He has created better than any creature on this earth.  He knows how we will behave, and what we will do in our lives.  This is why He has given us the Noble Qur’an as The Book of Guidance.
When we look in the Second College Edition of the American Heritage Dictionary, it says that despise means:

1.  To look down on with contempt or scorn.

2.  To regard with extreme dislike and hostility.

3.  To regard as trivial or worthless.

The word li ta’arafu means knowing each other; it has the construction ayn, ra, fa.  Urf is the word for customs. Practices and traditions.  To know is to recognize, to perceive to be. Cognizant of, to be aware of—to discover, experience, find out about, etc.

As human beings (Insan) we are to show kindness, beneficence, fairness, equity and courtesy to others.  This includes dhakara (males) and untha (females).

On the authority of Abu Hamza Anas ibn Maalik the servant of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), he stated that the Prophet (PBUH) said, “None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.”  This was recorded by Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim.
According to the Takhreej, this Hadith was recorded by Al Bukhari, Muslim, Al-Tirmidhi, Al-Nasaai. Ibn Majah, Ahmad, Ibn Hibban, Al-Daarimi, Abu Yala, and numerous others.  This lets us know that the narration is strong and it is well documented.

It should be noted that the narration in Sahih Muslim differs slightly from what Imam Nawawi has presented.  In Muslim’s narration it states, “None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother-or he said his neighbor—what he loves for himself.”  In Muslim’s narration –there is mention of doubt as to the exact wording narrated by Abu Nu’aim.  In the wording in Bukhari there is no doubt.  “None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother and his neighbor what he loves for himself.”

In the Musnad of Ahmad an authentic Hadith reads, “The servant does not reach the reality of or true faith until he loves for the people what he loves for himself.”

According to one of the Shaikhs this Hadith stipulates one of the most important rules of behavior in Islam.  It is a clear sign as to how Muslims are supposed to behave toward one another.  It states a general principle that may be applied in all walks of life.  The importance of it is so great that some consider this Hadith one forth or one third of Islam.

Therefore, it should be clearly seen that a necessary component of a true and complete faith is:  Loving for your brother or neighbor what you love for yourself—this is in fact one of the keys to enter paradise.

In a Hadith in Sahih Muslim the Messenger (PBUH) said, “Whoever loves to be saved form the fire and entered into Paradise should treat the people in the way that he wishes to be treated by them>”

In Ihya-Uloom Al Deen—Imam Al Ghazali presented a story about a man who complained about his house being infested with rats.  He was told to get a cat, his reply was “I fear that if the rats hear the cats meow—they will flee to the adjoining houses and what I like not for myself, I do not like for them.”

Who then is one’s brother?  Imam Nawawi, Al-Haitham, and Al Mudaabagi say this Hadith is in reference to both one’s Muslim brethren in faith and one’s non-Muslim brethren in humanity.
Dear believers we have to learn to live together with everyone.  We first must get to know each other, and then we must get to know others who are not practitioners of our faith.  We are not on this planet to live by ourselves.  Allah Ta’Ala created us into nations and tribes so that we can get to know each other.  May Allah Ta’Ala continue to bless us to have the spirit of brotherhood.  Ameen.

