Jumu’ah, June 10, 2011

“Take Charge of Five before Five Overtake You”

These are beautiful concise, precise words from our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) this is called in Islam Jawaami Ul Kalim.  This is for us a treasure chest of Wisdom.  Succinct speech, that has great meaning.  The Prophet (PBUH) has said I have been blessed with concise speech.  His words are beneficial and full of blessings.  

These words are from the Mustadrak of Al Hakim (The Musnad of Imam Ahmad).  The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said these words to a man while he was advising him.

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is reported to have said:  Take advantage of Five matters before Five other matters.  In other words take charge of five before five overtake you.

1) Your Youth, before you become Old

2) Your Health, before you fall Sick

3) Your Wealth, before you become Poor

4) Your Time, before you become Busy

5) Your Life, before your Death.

Dear Muslims, before we go into each of these five, I want to just share with you how important fives are in our Religion.

We have five Pillars of Islam

1) Shahadah

2) Salah

3) Zakat 

4) Siyam ul Ramadan

5) Hajj ul Bait

We have five rulings of Sacred Law

      1. Wajib (obligation)

      2. Mandub (Recommended)

3. Haram (unlawful)

4. Makruh (undesirable)

5. Mubah (permissible)

We have the Muqassid ul Sharia (The objectives of the Sharia)

1. Protection of Faith (Deen)

2. Protection of Life (Nafs)

3. Protection of Posterity (Nasl)

4. Protection of Property (Mal)

5. Protection of Reason (Aql)

We have the Hukm Al Wad’I (Declaratory Law)

1. Sabab (Cause)

2. Shart (Condition)

3. Mani (Hindrance)

4. Azima (Strict Law)

5. Rukhsha (Concessionary Law)

We have the five Articles of Faith that are given in the Qur’an, the sixth one in another verse.

1. Belief in Allah[image: image1.jpg]
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 Angels
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 Prophets
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 Books

5. Belief in the Day of Judgment, number six being Belief in Preordainment.

Brothers and sisters our religion is beautiful, and there is so much to learn.  I only mentioned these other matters so that you could get an idea of just how deep and beautiful our Deen is.  

I want us to now turn our attention back to Take Charge of Five before Five overtake you.

Lghtanam-same root that signifies sheep-ghanam sheep—any good that can be obtained without much effort.  This is speaking to the five matters that are easy to obtain.  Just like sheep are easy to prey upon and to catch, with very little effort.  This shows that is not hard to benefit from the five.  Ganima speaks to gaining the booty that is left in a war.  You gain it, capture it, or obtain it.  It’s the same principle.

Take charge of your youth (Shabbab).  In Islam the Shabbab is up to 40.  You are still considered young until you reach the age of Spiritual Maturity (40). Take advantage of your youth, before you become old.

Take advantage of you health, before you fall into sickness.

Take advantage of your wealth, before you become poor.

Take advantage of your time, before you become too busy.

Take advantage of your life, before you die.
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 continue to guide us and keep us upon the path of rectitude.  May He[image: image6.jpg]


 keep us always on the Siratul Mustaqim.  And may He[image: image7.jpg]


always keep us striving to seek His[image: image8.jpg]


Face.  Ameen
