Jumu’ah Khutba Friday August 20,2010

Ramadan is the month of enlightenment, reflection, contemplation, and introspection.

It was the month of Ramadan

In which the Qur’an

Was ‘first’ sent down

As guidance for all people,

having ‘in it’ clear proofs

of ‘divine’ guidance

and the criterion 

for right and wrong.

So whoever among you

bears witness to the month

shall then fast it.

Surah 2, Aya 185

A Comprehensive Du’a that can be recited throughout the month of Ramadan:  “La ilaha illa Allah astaghfirullah asaloka aljannah wa a’oozo beka minannaar”.  “There is none worthy of worship except Allah.  I seek forgiveness from Allah.  I ask for Jannah.  And I seek Your refuge from the fire of Hell.”

Abu Ishaq [Al-fazari] stated:

The enemy was never able to stand up to the companions of Allah’s Messenger-Allah’s praise and peace be upon him, so when the news of the defeat of the Romans came to Heraclius at Antioch he asked [his people], “Woe to you, tell me about these people who fight you, are they not humans like you?”  They replied, “Indeed, they are.”  He asked, “So are you more in number or them?”  They replied, “We outnumber them greatly in all places.”  He said, “So how is it that you are defeated whenever you meet them [in battle].”  A senior and esteemed elder amongst them replied, “Because they stand in prayer at night, fast during the day, fulfill their agreements and promises, enjoin what is right and forbid what is evil, they are fair and just amongst themselves; and because we drink wine, fornicate, commit sin, break our agreements, steal, oppress and do injustice, enjoin the committing of what angers Allah and forbid what pleases Allah the Mighty and Majestic, and we cause evil and corruption in the land.”  Heraclius said, “You are the one who has told me the truth.”  Abu Bakr Al-Daynuri, Al-Mujalasah wa Jawahir Al-‘IIm 4:91

Balhaqi reported on the authority of Salman Al-Farsi that the Prophet (PBUH) delivered a sermon on the last day of the month of Shaban.  In it he said,

“O people!  The month of Allah (Ramadan) has come with its mercies, blessings and forgiveness.  Allah has decreed this month the best of all months.  The days of this month are the best among the days and nights, are the best among the nights and the hours during Ramadan are the best among the hours.  This month is a month in which you have been invited by Him (to fast and pray).  Allah has honored you in it.  In every breath you take is a reward of Allah, your sleep is worship, your good deeds are accepted and your invocations are answered.

Therefore, you must invoke your Lord in all earnestness with hearts free from sin and evil, and pray that Allah may help you to keep fast, and to recite the Holy Qur’an.  Indeed, miserable is the one who is deprived of Allah’s forgiveness in this great month.  While fasting remember the hunger and thirst on the Day of Judgment.  Give alms to the poor and needy.  Pay respect to your elders, have sympathy for your youngsters and be kind towards your relatives and kinsmen.  Guard your tongue against unworthy words, and your eyes from scenes that are not worth seeing (forbidden) and your ears from sounds that should not be heard.

Be kind to orphans so that if your children may become orphans they will also be treated with kindness.  Do repent to Allah for your sins and supplicate with raised hands at the times of prayer, as these are the best times, during which Allah Almighty looks at His servants with mercy.  Allah answers if they supplicate, responds if they call, grants if He is asked, and accepts if they entreat.  O people!  You have made your conscience the slave to your desires.

Make it free by invoking Allah for forgiveness.  Your back may break from the heavy load of your sins, so prostrate yourself before Allah for long intervals, and make this load lighter.  Understand fully that Allah has promised in His Honor and Majesty that, people who perform salat and sajda (prostration) will be guarded from Hell-fire on the Day of Judgment.

O people!  If anyone amongst you arranges for iftar (meal at sunset) for any believer, Allah will reward him as if he had freed a slave, and Allah will forgive him his sins.”

A companion asked: “But not all of us have the means to do so” The Prophet (PBUH) replied,

“Keep yourself away from Hell-fire though it may consist of half a date or even some water if you have nothing else.”

O people!  Anyone who during this month cultivates good manners will walk over the Sirat (bridge to Paradise) on the day when feet will tend to slip.  For anyone who during this month eases the workload of his servants, Allah will make easy his accounting, and for anyone who doesn’t hurt others during this month, Allah will safeguard him from His Wrath on the Day of Judgment.

Anyone who respects and treats an orphan with kindness during this month, Allah shall look at him with kindness on that Day.  Anyone who treats his kinsmen well during this month, Allah will bestow His Mercy on him on that Day.  While anyone who mistreats his kinsmen during this month, Allah will keep away from His Mercy.

Whoever offers the recommended prayers during this month, Allah will save him from Hell, and whoever observes his obligations during this month, his reward will be seventy times the reward during other months.  Whoever repeatedly invokes Allah’s blessings on me, Allah will keep his scale of good deeds heavy, while the scales of others will be tending to lightness.  Whoever, recites during this month an Ayat (verse) of the Holy Qur’an, will get the reward of reciting the whole Qur’an in other months.

O people!  The gates of Paradise remain open during this month.  Pray to your Lord that they may not be closed for you.  While the gates of Hell are closed, pray to your Lord that they never open for you.  Satan has been chained, invoke your Lord not to let him dominate you.”

This powerful sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) is full of wisdom for the wide-awake Muslim, we pray that we all remain inspired by the sermon of our beloved Prophet (PBUH) and receive the multiplied blessings of Allah this month of fasting and purification.  Indeed Ramadan is the month of enlightenment, reflection, contemplation and introspection, may Allah open our hearts and minds to this beautiful truth and inspire us to come closer and closer to Him.  Ameen.

