Jumu’ah service March 11, 2011
“We all will be Tried and Tested”

Allah Ta’Ala says in the Qur’an, what means: Do people think that they will be left alone on saying, “we believe,” and that they will not be tested? 

We did test those before them, and Allah will certainly know those who are true from those who are false.  Ankabut 29-2-3  Meccan

 And again He says, what means: And We shall try you until We test those among you who strive their utmost and persevere in patience; and We shall try your reported (mettle).  Muhammad 47:31

In the first verse Allah Ta’Ala is rebuking us.  He is letting us know that He will test His believing servants.  He will test us according to our level of Iman (Faith).  Mere lip profession is not going to work.  We will not get away with just the claim that we are Muslims.  We are going to be tested and tried.

The people most severely tested are the Prophets, then the righteous, then the best and the next best.  A person will be tested in accordance with the degree of their religious commitment; the stronger your religious commitment, the stronger your test, or trial.  
Allah Ta’Ala says yet again: Do you think that you will enter Paradise without Allah knowing those of you who fought (in His Cause) and knowing those who are the patient  Al Imran 3:142

Again He says, what means: Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who passed away before you?  They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken that even the Messenger (PBUH) and those who believed along with him (PBUH) said, “when (will come) the help of Allah?  Yes!  Certainly, the help of Allah is near!  Al Baqarah 2:214

Brothers and sisters, we will be tested with what we like and tested with we don’t like.  Test, trials, Fitnah will come our way to see what we are made of.  It was prophesied that what we are now experiencing will come.

Yesterday the hearings that were sponsored by Congressman Peter King have started.  He along with the right wing conservatives is conducting a witch hunt against American Muslims.  He is suggesting that we are all radicals.  He is suggesting that American Muslims want to radicalize America.  Congressman Keith Ellison (the first Muslim congressman) spoke out against these hearings.  He spoke about a Muslim who was killed on 9/11 who died trying to help others get out of the tower.  In giving his talk he broke down I tears because he said that individuals tried to slander the brother who died.  The brother was only cleared when they discovered his body.

Brothers and sisters, we are all under attack.  It will get hotter for us before it starts cooling off.  We have to remain firm, and keep doing the good work that we do.  Our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is reported to have said that, there will come a time that holding on to our Islam will be like holding a hot piece of coal in our hands.

Allah Ta’Ala says in the Qur’an, “Qad Afalhal Mu’minoon.”  The believers are successful.  We are assured of our victory over those who would try to vilify us and make us other than what we are.  It let’s us know that we will overcome this persecution.  In this situation Allama Yusuf Ali’s translation of the first chapter of Suratul Mu’minoon 23: 1 is absolutely right, the believers will eventually win through.

We must remain patient and continue to live our lives following the pristine example of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  

We must also remember that Allah Ta’Ala tells us in the Qur’an, what means: It may be that Allah will establish friendship between you and those you (now) hold as enemies.  For Allah has power (over all things), and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Allah forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not for (your) faith nor drive you out of your homes.  From dealing kindly and justly with them: For Allah loves those who are just.  Al-Mumtahinah 60-7-8
What we are seeing today is modern day McCarthyism with Congressman King’s hearings on ‘Muslim Radicalization.’ This is the first time in American History that a specific religion will be the target of a congressional inquiry.  King has made the claim that 80% of U.S. Mosques are extremist hotbeds and that Muslims are not cooperating with law enforcement.

Dear Muslims, we are exactly what our President Barack Obama said, a part of the American family.  We are doctors, lawyers, firefighters, business entrepreneurs, teachers, chaplains, parole officers police officers, members of the armed forces, members of congress, Judges, Mayors, etc. etc. etc.  We are a part of the fabric of America.  

Brothers and sisters, we must be the best that we can be wherever, we are and all that we do to put overcome the culture of fear and suspicion.  We must do all we can do to get the people to recognize that we are good for America.
We pray Allah Ta’Ala keeps us on Siratul Mustaqim and that He gives us the victory to overcome this anti-Muslim climate.  Ameen

