Jumu’ah Service March 25, 2010
“A Way to Attain Righteousness”

Allah Ta’Ala says in the Qur’an what means—By no way shall you attain Righteousness unless you give (freely) of that which you love;  and whatever you give, of a truth Allah knows it well.     Suratul Al Imran, Aya 92
And Again Allah Ta’Ala says what means—Those who believe, and do deeds of Righteousness, and establish regular prayers and regular charity, will have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.  Suratul Baqarah, Aya 277

Linguistically, Sadaqa is derived from the root Sadq or Sidq, which means “to speak the truth, to be sincere.”  It can also mean “candor and efficiency.”

The Qur’anic Lexicon transfigures this verbal root into Sadaqa—a term applicable to the concept of a gift offered to someone from one’s rightfully owned holdings without regret or remorse or without any ulterior motives, in short, for the pleasure of Allah Ta’Ala         ( highly glorified is He, above what they attribute to Him).

There are four essential elements of giving:

1)  You have Money (Halal Money).

2)  You have Niyyat (Sincerity of Intentions).

3)  For Altruism—giving for the sake of giving.

4) Giving for the Pleasure of Allah Ta’Ala

In the first community of Muslims the giving of Sadaqa was right up there with the giving of Baiyah to Prophet Muhammad (SAWS).  The companions used to promise that they would spend in the Way of Allah Ta’Ala—whether rich or poor.  Ubaid Ibn Samit (RA) said the Messenger of Allah (SAWS) took our oaths of allegiance [on the points] that we would abide by him under all circumstances; that in richness as well as in poverty we will spend in the Way of Allah Ta’Ala, that we will enjoin goodness and forbid evil, and that we tell the truth for Allah Ta’Ala with least regard to consequences.
Think about how important this was?  Sadaqa is voluntary—but the promise to give Sadaqa was an essential part of the oath—why?  Because, without such an undertaking, the new community could not have survived even its first test.  

Sadaqa symbolized in a meaningful way the solidarity and brotherhood among the members of the Muslim Ummah.  They provided a safety net for the newly initiated who were alienating themselves from their unbelieving society.  And as a result of this they faced serious economic hardships.

Allah Ta’Ala says what means—Of their goods take alms, so that you might purify and sanctify them, and pray on their behalf, verily the prayers are a source of security for them: and Allah Ta’Ala is the One who hears and knows.  Suratul Tauba Aya 103
Zakat is another word for Charity, it means to increase, to purify what is remaining, to bless.  We are commanded to give Zakat once a year if we have the means.  When we do give Zakat it purifies what you have left.  The giving of Sadaqa helps one to be purified and sanctified.

The Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) said everyone must give Sadaqa (charity), and he (SAWS) was asked about those who have nothing.  The Prophet (SAWS) said, Those who have nothing meaning no money should work with their hands.  They should do good deeds, they should enjoin the right and forbid the wrong.

Abu Dharr (RA) related that the Prophet (SAWS) said, “When you get up in the morning Sadaqa is due from every part of your body.  All glorification of Allah Ta’Ala (saying Subhan’llah) is charity, All praise is due to Allah Ta’Ala (saying Alhamdulillah) is charity, there is None that deserves to be worshiped beside Allah Ta’Ala (saying La Ilaha Ill Allah) is charity, forbidding somebody from evil is charity.  The Prophet (Saws) said praying two Rakats of prayer after Sunrise equal all this. (Muslim related this).

Abu Huraira (RA) related that the Prophet (SAWS) said, “Charity is due from every part of a person’s body.  Everyday on which the Sun rises, doing justice between two persons is charity; to extend a helping hand to a person in riding his mount or to put his baggage on it is charity.  A pleasant word is charity, every step taken to join in the Salat is charity; removing anything which causes harm from a path is charity.”  Bukhari and Muslim reported it.
Dear brothers and sisters, we are commanded to give from our wealth in spite of our love for it.  On the authority of Abu Huraira (RA) it is narrated in Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim that the Prophet (SAWS) said, “The most superior Sadaqa (charity) in reward is the one you practice while you are healthy, niggardly, and afraid of poverty and wish to become rich.”

Allah Ta’Ala tells us to give food to the poor, orphan and the captive.  By no means will you attain Birr, unless you spend of that which you love.

And again, Those who believe and do good deeds of Righteousness, and establish regular prayers and regular charity, will have their reward with their Lord:  on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.

Dear believers, we have to give as much as we can to support our Masjid, and we have to give to support good efforts.  We must give those who are less fortunate than we are.  Let us do our part and be charitable.  For those who have little material means you can at least smile as that is also charity.
