May 13th 2011

Jumu’ah Services

“Surely Humanity is in a lost state.”

By the Token of time through the ages 

Verily Humanity is in loss

Except such as have faith and do righteous deeds,

And join together in the mutual teachings of truth,

And of patience and constancy.   Suratul ASR 103 Meccan

Humans in today’s society are lost in materialism and everything else that society throws at the people.  The Shaitanic influences are permeating the environment on land and in the air.  The influences are affecting people sight and their hearing.

Verily Humanity is in a lost state, except—those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do good deeds and recommend one another to the truth—(i.e., order one another to perform all kinds of good deeds which Allah Ta’Ala has ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah Ta’Ala has forbidden, and recommend one another to patience (for the suffering, harm, injury which one may encounter in Allah’s cause during preaching or living (His religion of Islamic Monotheism).

Imam Shafii said about this verse, “If this was all that Allah Ta’Ala revealed it would have been enough.”

WAL ASR!  This is an oath like expression (QASAM)—AQSAM) the function of this oath or swearing is to strengthen and support an argument and dispense doubts in the mind of the listener.

The Niyyat (intention) while doing such deed s must be totally for Allah Ta’Ala’s sake only, without any showing off or seeking praise or fame.

Such a deed must be performed in accordance with the Sunnah (legal way) orders or acts of worship, or statements of Allah Ta’Ala’s Messenger Muhammad Ibn Abdullah (PBUH), the last (end of Prophets and Messengers—Khataman Nabiyyin!  As Allah Ta’Ala’s statement:  Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah i.e., is follows Allah’s Religion of Monotheism), and he is a Musin (doer of good), performs good deeds totally for Allah’s sake only without any showing off or seeking to gain praise or fame, etc. and do them in accordance with the Sunnah, legal ways of Allah’s Messenger Muhammad (PBUH) then his reward is with his Lord (Allah) on such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.  2:112 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

A) AMALLA—ACTIONS]

B) SALIHAT—RIGHTEOUSNESS 

C) HAQQI—TRUTH-REALITY 

D) SABR—PATIENCE—ENDURING 

E) KUSRI—LOSS/DAMAGED/TAKEN AWAY FROM THE MIDDLE/STRIPPED/OFF BALANCE

Dear believers, we have to have faith and good actions, we have to live the righteous life.  We also have to join together in the mutual teachings; we have to propagate our faith.  We have to teach it to others.  This is not always you talking about your religion or faith; it is you living your faith.  This is you being a living example of what you profess to be.

When I think about patience I think about planting seeds.  When you plant seeds you don’t expect to see growth right away it takes time.  But if you continue to water it, and weed it, and really take care of it, you will soon see the plants grow, or the tree grow.  You don’t know the impact of the seeds that you have sown in people’s minds, the good ones and even the bad ones.

There are so many people who have going astray, so many people who are lost, or in a state of loss.  These people are damaged. They are suffering loss.  They have forfeited their lives; they have made the wrong moves, or made the wrong decisions.  Some have severed their ties with the community.  They have to come back.  They have to come back to the middle.

We are the community in the middle—the midway community, not too far to the left, and not too far too the right.  We are a balanced community, a community following the pristine example of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH).

WAL ASR! INNAL IN SANA LAFI KUSR, ILLA LADINA AMANU WA AMILUS SALIHAT, WA TAWASAU BIL HAQQ, WA TAWASAU BIS SABR!

