Jumu’ah Khutba
October 8, 2010

“Save yourselves and your families from the fire.”

O you who believe!  Save yourselves and Your families from a fire whose fuel is men and stone, over which are (appointed angels stern (and) severe, who flinch not (from executing) the Commands they receive from Allah, But do (precisely) what they are Commanded.                                                             66:6

Teaching one’s family the religion and good behavior is of utmost importance.  Ali Bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas   Qu Anfusakum wa aklikum nar!  Protect yourselves and your families against a fire (Hell).

He said, “Work in the obedience of Allah, avoid disobedience of Allah and order your families to remember Allah, then Allah will save you from the fire.

Mujahid also commented on Allah’s words “Protect yourselves and your families against a fire (Hell) saying, Have Taqwa of Allah and order your family to have Taqwa of Him, Qatada said, “He commands obedience to Allah, to not disobey Allah, he orders his family to obey His orders and helps them to act upon His orders.  When one see disobedience, he stops them and forbids them from doing it.  Ad –Dahhak and Muqatil said something similar.  “It is an obligation for the Muslim to teach his near family members, and his male and female slaves what Allah has made obligatory for them and what Allah has forbidden for them.
There is a Hadith that confirms the meaning of this Ayah.  Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ar-Rabi bin Sabrah and hid father said the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, “Order the children to pray when they reach the age of seven and when they reach the age of ten, discipline them for (not performing it).”  This narration was collected by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi said, this Hadith is Hasan.

A contemporary scholar said that ahl literally means “your families or your people, however, the term ahl denotes also people who share one’s race, religion, occupation, etc.  As well as “dependants,” in the most comprehensive sense of this word (Jawhari, Raqhib and Mugni are the sources.
Scholars agree that this Ayah is telling us to educate ourselves about this Deen, so that we can educate our families.  We who live in North America are living in a society that is permissive.  The moral fiber of this society is so loose that a person can almost do anything.
We have to counteract this moral laxity by making sure that we know and understand our religion.  Because this is not a Muslim Country or society it is important to have a center, hall, or Masjid where people can not only come to pray, but come to learn about their religion.  Many of the households have two parents working and if not the two working the father is working crazy hours.  Who has time to teach the children?  The children go to the public schools, so when do they get taught Islam, so that they can be grounded in their faith.  

We have established a weekend (which in my humble opinion) is not enough—however, it is a good help.  Children can spend a few hours in a safe-environment learning Islam and bonding with other Muslim children.  
We have heard reports from many college students, who have stated that going to Sunday school was good for them.  They credit the Sunday school for helping them to become grounded in the Deen.  They were most appreciative for the Islamic education they received at the Sunday school.  They learned about Aqeedah, Tawheed, Seerah, Qur’an Hadith, Adab, History, etc.  

They learned about the etiquettes of Wudu and Salat, etc.  They learned things that they never learned at home…   Some of them were even able to bring authentic knowledge home to their parents!  

Believers, we are commanded to save ourselves and our families form the fire.  Are heeding this command?

Fuel for Hell and a description of its Angels

Allah said, “Whose fuel is men and stones, indicating that the children of Adam will be fuel for the fire that will feed it, and stones—in reference to the idols that were worshipped, just as Allah said in another Ayah, what means, “Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!

Abdullah bin Mas’ud, Mujahid, Abu Ja’far Al-Baqir and As Suddi said that these are sulfur stones that are more putrid than rotten corpses, according to Mujahid.  Allah’s Statement, “ Over which are (appointed) Angels Stern (and) Severe, means, their nature of behavior is stern, because the mercy has been taken out of their hearts for those who disbelieve in Allah, --Shadid—means severe, meaning their structure is powerful, strong and frightening.

Allah says what means, who disobey not the Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are commanded.  This means whatever Allah Commands them, they rush to obey Him, without delay for even a twinkling of an eye. They are able to fulfill the command; they are called AZ-ZABINIYAH, meaning, the keepers and guards of Hell.  May Allah give us shelter from them.  Ameen
