Jumu’ah September 24, 2010
Topic:  Give your response to Allah’s Messenger (PBUH)
O you who believe!  Give your response (answer) to Allah and His Messenger, when He Calls you to that which will give you life, and know that Allah comes in between a man and his heart, and that it is He to whom you shall all be gathered.                   8:24

Ibn Kathir highlights the command to respond/answer/and obey Allah and His Messenger, he states that Imam Bukhari said ASTAJEEROO means answer, obey—LIMA YUHYEEKOOM—that which will give you life, hat which will make your affairs good.

Imam Bukhari went on to narrate that Abu Said bin Al-Mu’alla said, “I was praying when the Prophet (PBUH) passed by and called me, but I did not answer him until I finished the prayer.  He (PBUH) said “What prevented you from answering me?  Has not Allah said, “O you who believe answer Allah and His Messenger when He calls you to that which will give you life.  He (PBUH) then said, I will teach you the greatest Surah in the Qur’an before I leave.  When he (PBUH) was about to leave, I mentioned what he (PBUH) said to me.  He (PBUH) said, “All the praises and thanks are due Allah, the Lord of all that exist.  Surely, it is the seven oft-repeated verses.
Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Jafar bin Az-Zubayr said that, Urwah Bin Az-Zubayr explained this Aya,

“O you who believe!  Answer Allah and His Messenger when He calls you to that which will give you life.  “Answer when called to war (Jihad) with which Allah gives you might after meekness, and strength after weakness, and shields you from the enemy who oppressed you.”

Allah comes in between a person and his heart, Allah said, and know that Allah comes in between a person and his heart.  Ibn Abbas commented, “Allah prevents the believer from disbelief and the disbeliever from faith.  Al-Hakim recorded this in his Mustradak and said, “It is Sahih and Ad-Dahhak, Abu Salih Atiyyah, Muqatil bin hayyan and As Suddi (Agreed0.
Mujahid commented –Comes in between a person and his heart meaning leaves him without comprehension.  As –Suddi said, “Prevents one’s self from his own heart so he will neither believe nor disbelieve except by His leave.  There are several Hadith that conform with the meaning of this Aya.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, “The Prophet (PBUH) used o often say, “O You who changes the hearts, make my heart firm on Your Religion.”

We said, O Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) we believed in you and in what you brought us.  Are you afraid for us?  He (PBUH) said, “Yes, for the hearts are between two of Allah’s Fingers, He changes them as He wills.” Ahmad
Another narration states “Every heart is between two of the Fingers of the Most Beneficent (Allah), Lord of all that exists, if He wills, He makes it straight, and if He wills, He makes it stray.  Ahmad

Again, the Prophet (PBUH) would say, “O You who changes the hearts!  Keep my heart firm on Your Religion, the Balance is in the Hand of Ar Rahman, He raises and lowers it.

Shaikh Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Mutlaq states, this verse stresses, and confirms, that the message of Muhammad (PBUH) is the real fruitful and blessed life.  Anyone who gives up the path of the Prophet (PBUH) is in fact dead, even though he walks around the streets, engages in buying and selling or roams about from one place to another.

Such is indicated by the verse mentioned as well as by Allah’s words “Can he who is dead, to whom we gave life, and a light whereby he can walk amongst men, be like him who is in the depths of darkness, from which he can never come out.  6:122
Dearly beloved brothers and sisters, This life which was brought by Muhammad (PBUH) is the belief in Allah to which he (PBUH) called people, and through which Allah delivered Muslims from the darkness of Jahiliyyah “ignorance” to the light of Islam.

O you who believe!  Give your Response (answer) to Allah and His Messenger, when he calls you to that which will give you life, and know that Allah comes between a man and his heart, and that it is He to whom you shall all be gathered.

In conclusion Yusuf Ali states in his commentary “There are two points to note:  1. Note that after Allah and His Messenger (PBUH) are mentioned, the pronoun and verb in the next clause are singular; everything that Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) put forward as an injunction came by inspiration from Allah.  The Messenger (PBUH) made his will coincide completely with Allah’s will.
2.  We are asked actively to give our response in deed and life to the call of duty and conscience, for that call leads to real life, the life eternal, even though it may apparently mean in this world the loss of things that make life dear or the loss of life itself.  If we refer to Jihad i.e., fighting in and for the Cause, both literally and metaphorically the meaning becomes quite clear.

Dear Believers we must heed the call of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and accept to live according to what he (PBUH) has established as our life.  Live righteously in our daily lives.  Let us be truly authentic in our beliefs and actions.  This is what the world is waiting to see.

