MEANING OF TAQWA

Allah سبحانه وتعالى Says in Quran:
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا كُتِبَ عَلَيْكُمُ الصِّيَامُ كَمَا كُتِبَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ
O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that you may ward of evils. 
Dear brothers and sisters in Islam, in this Ayah, Allah سبحانه وتعالى said that He prescribed fasting to the believers so that they may ward of evils. He used the word “Tat’taqoon” which comes from the root word wiqayah. Another word is Taqwa. Today, insha Allah, I am going to talk about the meaning of Taqwa in light of the Quran, Hadith of the Prophet [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] and the sayings of the great scholars. I chose this topic today, because the Holy month of Ramadan is coming and Taqwa is an extremely important characteristic of the believer’s life. You can grasp its importance just by noticing that the word Taqwa is mentioned 151 times in the Noble Qur`an.
يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنَّا خَلَقْنَاكُم مِّن ذَكَرٍ وَأُنثَىٰ وَجَعَلْنَاكُمْ شُعُوبًا وَقَبَائِلَ لِتَعَارَفُوا ۚ إِنَّ أَكْرَمَكُمْ عِندَ اللَّهِ أَتْقَاكُمْ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ
“O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things).”
Taqwa is described as a “fear of Allah” , shield against evil deeds, or to be “cautiously aware of Allah”. Taqwa also holds the meaning that one must protect himself from the Wrath (punishment for sins committed) of Allah by keeping himself from indulging in the things that Allah forbids.
Imam Tirmidhi narrates a Hadith that Prophet [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg] said:
لَا يَبْلُغُ الْعَبْدُأَنْ يَكُونَ مِنَ الْمُتَّقِينَ حَتَّى يَدَعَ مَالَا بَأْسَ بِهِ حَذَرًا مِمَّا بِهِ بَأْس
The servant will not acquire the status of the Muttaqeen until he abandons what is harmless out of fear of falling into that which is harmful.
Hazrat Ibn `Abbas (R.A.) said that Al-Muttaqeen means, "Those who fear Allah's punishment, which would result if they abandoned the true guidance that they recognize and know. They also hope in Allah's mercy by believing in what He revealed.’’
Hazrat Imam Hasan bin Ali (R.A.) once said, “The people who have Taqwa are the people who avoided whatever Allah سبحانه وتعالى has prohibited and have done whatever Allah سبحانه وتعالى has ordained”. Umar Ibn Abdul Aziz (R.A.) once said, “Taqwa is not by fasting the day and not by praying the night. And it is not by mixing between the two of them. But Taqwa is leaving what Allah سبحانه وتعالى has made Haram and by doing what Allah سبحانه وتعالى has made Fard. After one has done this, Allah سبحانه وتعالى will provide good things for that person”. 
In the light of the Quran and Hadith, Ulema (scholars) described that Taqwa ultimately means following of the commands of Allah سبحانه وتعالى and avoidance of His prohibitions outwardly and inwardly with a sense of the glorification, reverence, awe and fear of Allah سبحانه وتعالى.
The messenger [image: http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/medic/muslim/SallAllahoalaihi.jpg]said in a Hadith, reported in the Sahih Muslim that, “Taqwa is here”, and he pointed to his chest.
Dear brothers and sisters in Islam, we should also recognize that Taqwa is a state of the heart. We cannot judge the Taqwa of others. Though, many aspects of Taqwa will be reflected in one’s character and behavior. The Quran, however, prohibits anyone from claims of self-purity.
In Surah  An Najm Allah سبحانه وتعالى Says:
فَلَا تُزَكُّوا أَنفُسَكُمْ ۖ هُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِمَنِ اتَّقَىٰ
“Hold not yourself purified. Allah knows best who has Taqwa.”
Imam al-Ghazali (R.A.) divides Taqwa into three levels, he says: 
‘Taqwa in the Quran has three meanings.  First is fear and a sense of awe.  The second includes obedience and worship.  Third is freeing the heart from sins, which is the reality and essence of Taqwa.  In summary, Taqwa is to guard oneself against the anger of God and His punishment by fulfilling His commandments and abstaining from what He has prohibited.  The reality of Taqwa is that your Lord never sees you where He has forbidden you to be, nor does He miss you where He has commanded you to be.
May Allah سبحانه وتعالى give us Taufeeq to have Taqwa in our hearts and purify us from all types of heart sickness. Ameen.
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