Jumu’ah services October 28, 2010
“Hajj the journey of a lifetime”

For Hajj (pilgrimage) are the months well known.  If anyone undertakes that duty therein, let there be no obscenity, nor wickedness, nor wrangling in the Hajj.

And whatever good you do, (be sure) Allah knows it.  And take a provision (with you).  For the journey, but the best of provisions is Taqwa (right conduct piety—righteousness).  So fear me, O you that are wise (o you people of understanding).  2:197
Jidala=disputing quarraling, debating, wrangling, bickering, having arguments—contest

Fusuq=straying from the right course, deviating, acting unlawfully, sinfully and immorally.
Rafath=behaving in an obscene manner.

Abu Huraira (RA) reported that the Prophet (PBUH) was asked: “What is the best deed?”  He (PBUH) replied: “To have faith in Allah and His Messenger.”  The enquirer asked: “What next?”  The Prophet (PBUH) said, “To strive in the Cause of Allah.”  “What is the next best thing?” He (PBUH) replied: Hajj Mabrur (a faultless Hajj that is free of sin and is graced with divine acceptance and pleasure).”

The hajj was prescribed the sixth year after the Hijra, although there are some who say after the ninth or tenth year.

Allah says again in the Noble Qur’an what means, In it are Signs Manifest; (for example), the Station of Abraham, whoever enters it attains security (Aminah).  Pilgrimage thereto is a duty people owe to Allah, those who can afford the Journey; but if any deny faith, Allah stands not in need of any of His creatures. 3:97
 Aminah=Safety, peace, protection
Hajj is in the 12th month—Dhul Hijjah, the 10th of Dhul Hijjah
Abu Hurairah (RA) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said, “The performance of Umrah is expiation for sins committed (between it and the previous ones).  And the reward of Hajj Mabrur (the one accepted by Allah) is nothing except Paradise.”  Sahih Al Bukhari vol. 3 Hadith no. 1.

There are three ways to perform Hajj

1)  Hajj Attamattu—It means that you have no Hady (sacrifice) with you and you assume Ihram only for Umrah first and after Umrah you finish your Ihram and assume another Ihram for performing Hajj, from Mecca, but you have to slaughter a Hady.

2)  Hajj Al-Qiran—It means that one should have a Hady with him/her and should perform Umrah and then Hajj with the same state of Ihram.

3)  Hajj al Ifrad—It means that one assumes Ihram with the intention of performing Hajj only and does not perform Umrah.
THE PROPHET (PBUH) SAID, “HE WHO PERFORMS HAJJ AND DOES NOT SPEAK OBSCENELY OR COMMIT EVIL THEN HE RETURNS FROM HIS SINS JUST AS THE DAY HIS MOTHER GAVE BIRTH TO HIM.”

Mali k (RA) reported from Nafi (RA) that Ibn Umar (RA) said: the Prophet (PBUH) made his Talbiyah in these words:

              LAB-BAIKA ALLAHUMMA LAB-BAIK

              LAB-BAIKA LA SHARIKA LAKA LAB-BAIK

              IN-NAL HAMDA WAN-NI MAKA LAKA WAL

              MULK.  LASHARIKA LAK.                                        Fiqh us Sunnah 
“HERE I AM AT YOUR SERVICE O ALLAH!  YOU HAVE NO PARTNER, HERE IAM AT YOUR SERVICE, O ALLAH VERILY, ALL THE PRAISE, THE GRACE BELONG TO YOU, AND THE KINGDOM.  YOU HAVE NO PARTNER.”

Hajj is the single most powerful symbol of the unity of Allah and the unity of His creation.  This journey that we take is for Allah alone.  It is purely for His sake.  There is no showing off, no big I’s and little you’s.  It is a time when we leave our creature comforts to comply with the command of our Lord.  The Hajj symbolizes the unity of humanity under the command of Allah.  Muslims transcend all superficial and artificial things such as race, ethnicity, culture, class, nationality, etc.

We pray that Allah blesses all those going on Hajj to have Hajj Mabrur, and that He blesses those cannot go this year with the health and the wealth to go next year.  We pray Allah continues to guide us and protect us, and keep us on the Siratul Mustaqim.

